Agenda Item 5


City of Evansville

Economic Development Committee

Monday, March 16, 2015, 6:00 PM 
City Hall, 31 S. Madison St. Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to Order at 6:00 p.m. by Jim Brooks.
2. Roll Call. Present: Jim Brooks, Sue Berg, Gene Bass, Blase Strobel, Gene Lewis, Brandon Rutz, and Sarah Bauer. Absent: James Otterstein. Also attending: Chamber Interim Executive Director Bridgit Larsen and Community Development Director Jason Sergeant.
3. Motion to Approve Agenda. Berg/Bauer, approved unanimously.
4. Motion to amend the rules of the committee to allow for remote participation in this session. None.
5. Motion to waive the reading of the minutes of the February 16 regular meeting and approve them as printed. Berg/Bass, approved unanimously.
6. Citizen Appearances, other than listed agenda items. Brooks recapped recent efforts by city in Washington DC.  Brooks also mentioned recent Nerdwallet.com article ranking Evansville as the best small city in Wisconsin to for young families.  Brooks also noted I&E club and We3 are looking for some fresh leadership.
7. Monthly Reports

a. City Report on Economic Development Activities. Sergeant reviewed the staff report, including:

· February 17th, Staff met with WisDOT regarding future transportation plans.  

· February 17th attended Lunch and Learn hosted by Chamber of Commerce featuring Ian and Corey.

· February 24th attended Business with Blinders on at Creekside Place consisting of great information for local business owners.

· 14February 24th meeting of Ice Age Trail alliance.  Group is doing a lot of hard work to construct the trail and is concerned of state budget proposals to limit funding for IAT and stewardship grants. Prospects are good for the IAT to come through Evansville.

· February 27th, attended MadREP meeting about Small Business Loans.

· March 2nd Plan Commission approved a conditional use permit and preliminary land division for 170 S. Union.
· Spoke with Oppidan (developer working with Shopko) regarding status of Brown School Road proposal.  Shopko and Oppidan will be meeting this Friday to discuss the possibilities of the proposal moving forward this year.
· Lot 30 Planned Unit development proposal is being split into smaller phases and will be undergoing additional review in April, expecting to see a general Development and precise implementation plan from the applicant.

b. Chamber of Commerce Report. Chamber Executive Director Christina Slaback is currently out of the office and Brigit Larsen id filling in.  Committee welcomed Larsen.
c. Tourism Subcommittee Report. Tourism did not meet recently, but Sue updated the committee on some important happenings, including the 150th anniversary planning.  Next meeting Tourims is hoping to find some leaders and champions for many proposed events.  Bauer mentioned Art Crawl is being planned for May 8th.
8. Old Business
a. Smart Growth Plan Update.  Staff met with Historic Preservation and Municipal Services.  February 28th Committee of the Whole meeting discussed many important smart growth items, including:  encouraging greater walkability, an interconnected street grid by avoiding cul-de-sacs, property maintenance, and the impact of the Middle School relocating. March 2nd Plan Commission included a review of Chapter 7 Cultural Resources in a joint meeting with Historic Preservation Commission. A great discussion of the two committees revealed a need for better enforcement and coordination from staff.
b. Website correction updates.   Additional updates made to website, committee was encouraged to keep an eye out for more essential corrections.
9. Meeting Reminder: Next regular meeting April 20, 2015, 6:00 pm.  

10. Motion to Adjourn. Berg/Bauer motion to adjourn at 6:39pm.
