Agenda Item 5


City of Evansville

Economic Development Committee

Monday, January 19, 2015, 6:00 PM 
City Hall, 31 S. Madison St. Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to Order at 6:00 p.m. by Jim Brooks.
2. Roll Call. Present: Sue Berg, Chair Jim Brooks, Gene Bass, Gene Lewis, Brandon Rutz, and Sarah Bauer. Absent: James Otterstein and Blase Strobel. Also attending: Mayor Sandy Decker, Chamber Executive Director President Christina Slaback, City Administrator Ian Rigg, SW Director for Senator Ron Johnson Tansif Anam, and Community Development Director Jason Sergeant.
3. Motion to Approve Agenda. Berg/Bass, approved unanimously.
4. Motion to amend the rules of the committee to allow for remote participation in this session. None.
5. Motion to waive the reading of the minutes of the November 17 regular meeting and approve them as printed. Berg/Bass, approved unanimously.
6. Citizen Appearances, other than listed agenda items. Tansif Anam introduced himself as a staff member for Senator Ron Johnson’s office.  Anam indicated his role as a messenger to let the Senator’s office know of any important concerns Evansville has.  James Brooks expressed how important reliable utilities are to Evansville.  Sandy Decker added the importance of an improved rail system in the USA.   Rail transport would open up new economic opportunities in Evansville.
7. Monthly Reports

a. City Report on Economic Development Activities. Sergeant reviewed the staff report, including:

· Attended Madison Region Economic Partnership Meeting at Wisconsin Brewing Company in Verona on December 17th. The topic of discussion was exporting for Wisconsin businesses.

· January 5th, 2015 Plan Commission meeting included approval of a Site Plan Application for Maple Grove Dental.  Applicant is planning for spring construction and expansion of facility into an existing carport.  This is a great example of a business owner investing in Evansville.

· Brad Sipple, Planning Intern, is placing the final touches on a community input session. This will include a visual preference survey and mapping activity at the January 17th Activity Fair. A public link will be on the smart growth website and everyone is invited to participate

· Land division at 170 S Union will be going through a conditional use permit and preliminary land division process in the coming months.
· Ian Rigg added an update on Shopko/Oppidan.  They are currently reviewing the market analysis of both entities and awaiting a merging of the two studies before making a decision on next steps in Evansville.
b. Chamber of Commerce Report. Chamber Executive Director Christina Slaback informed committee of upcoming lunch and learn regarding the City of Evansville’s water rates and smart growth plan.  Also, reminded everyone of upcoming business directory and the need for businesses to submit information soon.
c. Tourism Subcommittee Report. Sue Berg informed the committee of planning efforts for Evansville’s 150th anniversary celebration. 

i. Professional photography services update and discussion. Berg discussed need for someone to assist with the project. Committee discussed the proposal and what would be required to take on the project.  Committee agreed to revisit the proposal in the future.
8. Old Business
a. Smart Growth Plan Update.
i. The committee reviewed draft text in the economic development chapter.  Committee discussed adding some updated economic data and TIF district information. Text about infill development should be included in the plan.  Further explanation of the financial health and borrowing limit policies of the city should also be included. 
ii. Committee discussed objectives and goals making no significant changes.  
9. New Business.
a. Economic Development Website Discussion.  Brooks presented and the committee discussed a list of updates needed to the current website. Brooks, Slaback, Sergeant and city staff will meet to discuss implementing the changes.  
10. Meeting Reminder: Next regular meeting February 16, 2015, 6:00 pm.  

11. Motion to Adjourn. Bass/Berg motion to adjourn at 7:50pm.
